
 

REGULAR MEETING 

MENOMINEE CONSERVATION COMMISSION  

MARCH 8, 2010 - 5:00 P.M.  

TRIBAL OFFICE BOARDROOM 

 

1. Roll Call and Call to Order.                                                                                                

 

      Chairman Douglas Cox called the meeting to order at 5:10 p.m.  Roll call was taken with a 

quorum present.  MEMBERS PRESENT:  Douglas Cox, Renita Wilber, Darren Zhuckkahosee 

(late), Jeremy Pyatskowit, and Gary Frechette. MEMBERS ABSENT: Craig Corn (unexcused).  

Also present:  Joanne Gauthier, David Grignon, Richard Annamitta, Jean Cox, Warren Wilber, 

Jr., Donald Reiter, Sheldon Webster (Conservation), John Teller, and Linda Peters, Recorder.  

 

2. Moment of Silence.  

  

      Chairman Douglas Cox requested a moment of silence. 

 

Please note that Darren Zhuckkahosee entered the meeting at 5:03 p.m. 

 

3.   Special Rules for Meeting. 

 

     Chairman Cox informed the audience that individuals who would like to speak will have 

three minutes to voice their concerns during the public comment period as stated in the 

Commission By laws. Tribal members are the only ones allowed to attend these meetings 

unless you are presenting something on the agenda. Individuals are allowed three-minutes to 

voice their concerns during each individual line item. The Commission can suspend the rules to 

allow comments on each individual change. 

 

4.   Approval of Reschedule Meeting Minutes dated February 8, 2010.  

  

      On page 4 of 5, second paragraph from the bottom, the word committee needs to be 

changed to Commission. 

 

Motion made by Jeremy Pyatskowit to approve the February 8, 2010 meeting minutes 

with any necessary corrections.  Second was by Renita Wilber.  All those in favor of the 

motion signify by saying aye.  Motion carried:  5 for, 0 opposed, 1 abstention 

(Pyatskowit), and 1 absent (Corn). 

 

Please note:  Jeremy Pyatskowit qualified his abstentions as: “wasn’t present”. 

 

5.   Public Comment Period. 

 

     Chairman Cox opened up the floor for public comment: 
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Warren Wilber Jr.: “I brought this up before abut people utilizing fishing campgrounds like 

Upper Bass, Lower Bass.  I am a little bit disgusted, and Conservation is here to ask; is there 

anything being done about people leaving their trash? Can you have the game wardens stop 

and see who is camping, take their names, and start citing them when they leave their trash?  

The other question I have is about Legend Lake. What are the rights of these non-tribal 

members having houses on there and these lakes are just getting loaded out there. What about 

non-residents utilizing the lakes? Their guests are also using the lakes. What are the 

regulations on these lakes?  I don’t know what it is.” 

 

Douglas Cox:  “Unfortunately, the Legend Lake bed was deeded to the State of Wisconsin 

during the development of Legend Lake; so that kicked in some riparian laws that allow people 

access if they can gain access over non-tribal lands. This is basically open waters so that 

everyone that you see out there they can but they do have to have a license and follow state 

laws.  I do not know if the Tribe can not do anything about it.” 

 

Warren Wilber Jr.: “It just seems that there are a lot of people out there.  It is just swamped 

out there.” 

 

Douglas Cox: “If you look at some of the tools that are out there to get fishing information out 

there; especially the internet.  There is a site out there called lakelink.com and there are 

hundreds of postings out there about Legend Lake and the rules and regulations that are there.  

It also talks about other lakes being open to the public here on the Reservation.  This is not 

true. The Tribe does need to take these sites into consideration to keep up with the changing 

times.” 

 

Warren Wilber Jr.: “You said to call the authorities.  I thought that our tribal game wardens 

can’t touch non-members.” 

 

Douglas Cox:  “I will leave that question to Sheldon.” 

 

Sheldon Webster: “What we do when we get a verbal complain is we go wherever the 

campsite is located, and we know for a fact that the person was there; we will verbally tell them 

that they have to go back and clean it up with a warning issued.  If the warden goes back and 

finds that nothing has been done, then they are issued a citation.” 

 

Douglas Cox: “Is that under any ordinance?” 

 

Sheldon Webster: “I think it is 99-01.” 

 

Douglas Cox:  “It is not under 99-01 so it must be a different ordinance.” 
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Joanne Gauthier:  “Mine kind of attaches to what Mr. Wilber shared. I got a phone call from a 

friend who lives in Oconto County, but has friends who own property on Round Lake, LaMotte 

Lake, Moshawquit, and Legend; and she has the full belief that she can as a guest go to all the 

lakes even though those people are summer vacationers who are not even at their residence, 

but was told by Conservation that as a guest, she can go out on the lakes. She was very angry 

that she could not go out on Round Lake on the Public Access. There are a couple of attorneys 

that are property owners and are tired of us as a tribe thinking that we can keep the public out. 

I knew that about Legend, but did not know that about the other lakes having property owners 

associations, but can we in a friendly way inform them of our rules, because I recognize that 

you are in a delicate place in terms of the law.” 

 

Douglas Cox: “The Tribe is aware of those issues, and they are trying to address those lakes as 

well so as we get new information; we will try and update the public by communicating those 

findings.” 

 

Jean Cox: “Getting back to the campers and garbaging up the camp sites isn’t that after the 

fact. If I was camping there and Warren came after me and I got the ticket. Of course, I am 

going to fight it.  The point is to stop in and tell them that they while they are camping to pick 

up their garbage.  I know that is kind of making another rule on tribal members, but just stop 

and tell them that they do need to clean up.” 

 

Douglas Cox: “That is the tough part; enforcement and education.” 

 

Jeremy Pyatskowit: “Those are comments that we have heard before and they are good ones.  

Unfortunately, remember how well the hunting camp issue went? It is rules beyond the scope of 

the Commission to address that.  My only suggestion is to take it to Enforcement and Resource 

Protection committee; either there or the Community Development Committee.  I would start 

with Enforcement as it would obviously be an ordinance change of some sort.” 

 

Douglas Cox: “I would have to agree.  I think that it’s great to have those things brought up 

here as it allows us to refer these people to the right place.  Jeremy is right that it would be 

futile for us, because we tried to implement that with hunting camp. I think the goal is to take 

these kinds of things, and we can review or refer our minutes over there so that they can 

initiate discussion on the solid waste ordinance which isn’t under our purview to look at those 

continuing issue such as trash out there.  The Enforcement and Resource Protection Committee 

meets on the 3
rd

 Wednesday of each month.  This month they will meet starting at 5:00 p.m.  

That is a good suggestion to get more visibility.” 

  

Sheldon Webster: “I know for a fact that the wardens do tell people. As for me I did it a 

number of times, usually the next day, and I do tell them I will be back to check and you will be 

cited if this is not cleaned up.” 

 

Douglas Cox: “Great!  I think visibility is important. I think that is great that you guys are out 

there doing that.  We could not ask for more or better for better control.” 
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     David Grignon- Historic Preservation Director requested to suspend the agenda and take up 

item # 7 – Other Business.  

 

     Chairman Douglas Cox informed the Commission that the MTL had an agenda item for the 

Sturgeon Feast and referred Mr. Grignon to the Commission referencing 99-01.  The 

Menominee Tribal Legislature has interpreted the Ordinance broadly for David Grignon to get 

the Commission’s approval before he goes back to the MTL.  Mr. Grignon only needs to get 

permission for the number of fish required for the feast. It would be pertinent to move his issue 

up to take care of him. 

 

Motion made by Jeremy Pyatskowit to suspend the agenda and take up item # 7 – Other 

Business.  Second was by Darren Zhuckkahosee.  All those in favor of the motion signify 

by saying aye.  Motion carried:  4 for, 0 opposed, 0 abstentions, and 1 absent (Corn). 

 

 7.   Other Business. 

  

       Dave Grignon has requesting 15 sturgeons from the Wisconsin Department Natural 

Resources for the Sturgeon Feast and Celebration to be held on May 1, 2010. 

 

       Ordinance 99-01, page 6, section 4.59 states – “Sturgeon Ceremony-means an officially 

recognized and organized spring ceremony celebrating the return of Sturgeon to the 

Reservation, which has been historically celebrated by Menominee Tribal Members.  This 

ceremony may be conducted annually.  The date and manner of the ceremony shall be 

determined only by a majority vote of the Menominee Tribal Legislature prior to each proposed 

ceremony.  The number of Sturgeon recommended for harvest shall be determined by the 

Menominee Tribal Conservation Committee.  No ceremony shall be conducted without final 

approval of the Menominee Tribal Legislature.” 

 

Motion made by Jeremy Pyatskowit to recommend to the Legislature to approve the 

request from Dave Grignon to request 15 sturgeons (from the Wisconsin DNR) for the 

Sturgeon Feast to be held on May 1, 2010.  Second was by Renita Wilber.  All those in 

favor of the motion signify by saying aye.  Motion carried:  4 for, 0 opposed, 0 

abstentions, and 1 absent (Corn). 

 

Jeremy Pyatskowit noted the following for the record:  The ordinance isn’t clear that we 

are supposed to make such approval since the sturgeon ceremony appears in the 

definition section of the ordinance. 

 

                                          **************************** 

 

Motion made by Jeremy Pyatskowit to return to the regular agenda.  Second was by 

Darren Zhuckkahosee. All those in favor of the motion signify by saying aye.  Motion 

carried:  4 for, 0 opposed, 0 abstentions, and 1 absent (Corn). 
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6.   Hunting and Trapping Regulations. 

  

      Donald Reiter handed out various data reports to the Commission to utilize while amending 

the regulations.  Mr. Reiter informed the Commission that he is available for any questions that 

they may have. 

  

     Jeremy Pyatskowit presented a report from a fisheries seminar that he attended. The report is 

an example on how they develop their plan by receiving local opinions from their area to help 

them develop their regulations lake by lake.  Donald Reiter informed the Commission that that 

is the current practice.  It may not be done by hosting a meeting, but tribal members do come in 

and let the Department know what species are out on what lakes or what species are in decline. 

It was suggested to request comments on the internet as more and more people are using the 

internet. 

 

     Renita Wilber handed out an updated version of the decision tree which had additional 

questions to ask when contemplating a decision. 

 

     The Commission has different ideas on how to tackle the amendments to the regulations. 

The Commission workgroup could consist of one or two commission members, departmental 

employees, and maybe some community members to get a variation of opinions along with the 

expertise to have well rounded amendments to the regulations. A workgroup could get from 

point A to point B without interruption.  Chairman Cox informed the Commission that there is 

a standing Commission motion recommending changes should come forward with supporting 

information.  The Commission agreed that a letter to the Tribal Chairwoman requesting a 

workgroup outlining what is needed, a timetable, and the justification as to why this workgroup 

is necessary. 

 

Motion made by Jeremy Pyatskowit that the Conservation Commission Chairman meet 

with the Tribal Chairwoman on developing a work group to develop a process, and if so 

needed; to take this request to the Menominee Tribal Legislature.  Second was by Darren 

Zhuckkahosee.  All those in favor of the motion signify by saying aye.  Motion carried: 4 

for, 0 opposed, 0 abstentions, and 1 absent (Corn). 

 

     John Teller asked the Commission where they stand on descendant privileges when it 

involves the hunting and fishing regulations. Chairman Cox informed Mr. Teller that they are 

not for or against descendants, but preserving our national resources. Mr. Teller questioned 

what the current deer population is.  Donald Reiter informed the Commission that the new 

report states that the current deer population is 8.9 deer per acre versus the past figure of 11.7 

deer per acre.   

 

    Chairman Cox informed John Teller that the Tribe conducted a referendum in 1982. 

Questions regarding if the Tribal membership wanted to extend privileges to spouses, 

descendants, clergy, and friends; along with running dogs during the season were on the ballot. 

The questions were posed in such a manner that they were very gray.  The total tallies of the 

votes are in question due to the way that the questions were listed on the referendum.   
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     Last year, the Legislature assigned a Ad Hoc group to review the referendum and the 

Commission has been waiting for the response before moving forward on amending the 

regulations. 

 

7.  Other Business. 

 

     Gary Frechette handed out some information on the 1982 referendum and informed the 

Commission of the research that was conducted. The Commission discussed the referendum 

questions that were on the ballot.  On the ballot it was clearly states to only allow descendants 

with 1/8
th

 bloodline the right to hunt. The spouse question received 416 (in the affirmative) 

votes out of a needed vote of 405.  The question about running dogs received 406 no-votes of 

the 405 needed votes.  The total number of votes cast was 809.  Shortly after the referendum, 

the conservation code was set up in 1984 to allow 1
st
 and 2

nd
 generation descendants, spouses, 

and clergy.  It is difficult to amend the regulations if the determination from the Legislative Ad 

Hoc Committee has not been revealed. 

  

Motion made by Gary Frechette to send this packet of information (1982 referendum) to 

the Menominee Tribal Legislature.  Second was by Renita Wilber.  All those in favor of 

the motion signify by saying aye.  Motion carried:  4 for, 0 opposed, 0 abstentions, and 1 

absent (Corn). 

 

Motion made by Renita Wilber to go into Executive Session.  Second was by Gary 

Frechette.  All those in favor of the motion signify by saying aye.  Motion carried:  4 for, 0 

opposed, 0 abstentions, and 1 absent (Corn). 

 

8.   EXECUTIVE SESSION:  Legal – Tribal Member Letter. 

 

 

**************   EXECUTIVE SESSION NOT RECORDED ******************** 

 

Motion made by Jeremy Pyatskowit to come out of Executive Session.  Second was by 

Renita Wilber.  All those in favor of the motion signify by saying aye.  Motion carried:  4 

for, 0 opposed, 0 abstentions, and 1 absent (Corn). 

 

9.   Adjournment. 

 

Motion made by Renita Wilber to adjourn the meeting. Second was by Jeremy 

Pyatskowit.  All those in favor of the motion signify by saying aye.  Motion carried:  4 for, 

0 opposed, 0 abstentions, and 1 absent (Corn). 

 

Meeting adjourned at 8:55 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted by, 

 

Linda Peters, Recorder 

Recording Clerk – Chairman’s Office 


